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LEG  I  O  In  V    Humbie  ADDRESS 
to  the    Lord  s. 


To   the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  Aflembled  in  Parliament. 

Afay  it  Tleafe  Tostr  LorJJUrpr^ 

TH  E  Diftrefled  People  of  En^Untl^  Betrayed  and  Abufed  by 
their  Reprefetrtatives,  Humbly  fly  to  Your  Lordfhips  as  the 
Only  Refuge  now  left  tliem,  next  under  God  and  Her  Majefby, 
where  they  can  Apply  themfelves  for  the  Safety  of  their  Li- 
berties, and  Rediefsof  the  Grievances  of  the  Nation. 

And  that  Yout  Lordfnips  and  all  the  World  may  know,  that  as  it  is 
•not  witliout  great  Reafon  that  we  come  to  Your  Lordlhips*  from  that 
.Houfe  where  all  our  Safety  ought  to  Depend,  and  where  formerly  it  did 
Depend  ;  accordingly  we  crave  leave  humbly  to  reprefent  to  Your  Lord- 
*ips,  ? 

1 .  That  there  is  a  Duty  incumbent  on  the  Peoples  Reprefcntatives, 
vix,.  T!%c  Care  of  the  Liberties,  Pr*7''»?ties,  and  Peace  of  tne  ici/ju. 
they  Reprefent,  which  they  have  no  Right  to  Part  with,  or  to  Ex- 
pofe  :  And  that  therefore  all  the  Powers  and  Rights  of  us  the  Re- 
j^refented,  are  not  committed  to  Them  our  Pvcprcfenters. 
1.  That  whenever  a  Houfe  of  Commons  thall  Part  with,  Expofe,  Ncg- 
led,  or  Suffer  to  be  Infringed  the  Liberties,  Rights,  and  Peace  of  the 
People  they  Reprefent  \  They  Betray  their  Truft,  Violate  the  Ge- 
neral Reafon  and  Nature  of  their  being  Chofen  :  their  Reprcfen- 
ting  Power  and  Being  ceafes  of  courfe  •,  and  they  become  from  that 
Time  forward,  a  Mighty  Conventicle,  an  Unlawful  Aflembly,  and 
may  and  ought  to  be  Depofed  and  Difmift  by  the  fame  Laws  of 
Nature  and  Right,  that  Oppreffed  Stihiefts  may,  and  in  ail  Ages 
have,  Depofed  Bloody  andTyrannick-Princes. 
3.  It  is  the  Undoubted  Right  and  Privilegecf  the  People  of  J^^/W, 
that  they  are  not  bound  to  Submit  to  any  Power  but  what  is  Legal  ^ 
and  the  known  I^ws  of  the  Land  are  the  ftated  Bounds  of  Parlijt- 
mentary,  as  well  as  Regal  Power:  and  the  People  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  Opprefl:.  On  the  Breach  of  thefe  Laws,  and  Opprefling 
thefe  People,  Your  Lordfhips  Noble  Anceftors  have  frequently 
Taken  Arms,  and  PoU'd  down  Bloody  Tyrants -,  Depofing  their 
Power,  and  Refcuing  your  Country  from  Slavery  and  Oppreflicn  : 
And  having  convey'd  to  Yourdfliips,  and  Us  the  People  of  iTr^- 
Und^  the  Right  of  being  Govern'd  by  known  Laws-,  We  have,  tiil 
now,  Defended  that  Right,  to  the  Deftruaion  of  all  thofe  that  ever 
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Attempted  to  Invade  it ;  and,  under  Your  Lordfhips  Prote(SI:ioif,, 
ftil  Refolve  to  do  fo,  to  the  laftDrop  of  onr  Blood. 
4.  As  it  is  the  Undoubted  Right  of  the  People  of  England,  that  they 
may  not  be  Oppreft  \  to  when  at  any  time  they  have  fufter'd  the 
Invafions  and  Depredations  of  Tyrannick  Princes  contrary  to  that 
Right,  they  have  always  made  Legal  Claim  of  their  Proper  Rights 
and  Privileges :  And  it  cannot  be  juft,  that  what  our  Kings  have  no 
Right  to  Take  away,  cur  Reprefentatives  may  Give  without  Law  ^ 
and  that  the  People  may  endure  the  Tyranny  of  50®  Ufurpers  more 
than  of  One,  fince  no  Number  or  Quality  of  Perfons  cau  make  that 
Lawful  which  in  its  own  Nature  h  not  fo. 
Thefe  Things  being  undeniably  True,  we  cannot  without  great  Re- 
gret Apply  our  Selves  to  Your  Lordfhips  \    and  Humbly  Reprefent  in 
imir  own  Names,  and  in  the  Names  of  all  the  Good  People  of  hrgUnd, 
>.  That  'tis  the  Undoubted  Right  of  all  the  Burroughs,  Cities,  aad 
Towns  Corporate,  who  by  Prefcription,  Charter,  or  other  Right, 
are  to  Choofe  Reprefentativesin  Parliament,  always  to  do  fo,  unlefs 
they  are  Legally  Divefted  of  that  Right :  And  that  to  Deprive  the 
Town  of  MaiJfione^  for  now  Two  Setfions  of  Parliament,  of  their 
Privilege  of  fending  Two  Members  to  Reprefent  them,  is  Arbi- 
trary and  Illegal,  contrary  to  the  Privilege  and  Liberties  of  £«?/;_///- 
men^  who  can  Forfeit  no  Right,  but  by  Legal  Convidion,  Attain- 
der, or  Ad  of  Parliament. 
2.  To  Throw-out  and  Put-in  Members  of  Parliament  at  Committees 
of  EleSions,  by  Interell  of  Parties,  and  Pofitivc  Vote-,  not  pre- 
fcribing  that  Vote  by  tiie  I'rue  Merit  of  the  Cafc^  and  -Plain  Majo- 
rity of  the  Eleftors ;  is  DefEroying  the  Peoples  Right  of  Elections, 
and  Divefting  the  Towns  of  their  Privileges,  which  by  Law  they 
ought  to  enjoy :  And  that  to  Vote  in  fuch  Committees,  that  Sixteen 
Voices  of  Eleftors  entkles  any  Perfon  to  be  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment againft  Twenty  two,  is  Partial^  Unjuft,  a^d  Dcftruftive  of 
the  Being  of  Parliaments,  jvnd  the  Original  Rights  of  the  People  of 
England  ^  and  has  neverthelefs  been  notorioufly  praftifed  of  late  ia 
feveral  other  Eleftions  befides  thofe  of  Wefibnry  and  Sudhnry. 
J.  For  the  Hoofeof  Commonsto  invade  the  Nations  Judicature,  and 
take  from  any  Free- holder  his  Right  of  Ad^ion,^  where  the  Law 
gives  him  the  Privilege  to  Right  himfelf  in  Cafe  of  Injury  ^  is 
Betraying  the  Trufl:  Repos'd  in  them  by  the  People  of  EngUnd^. 
and  Exercifmg  the  fame  Arbitrary  Power  they  are  fent  thither  to 
Supprefs  :   And  no  illegal  Proceedings  of  the  Late  King  James^ 
for  which  the  Commons  of  England  Depoled  and  Dethroned  him, 
were  more  Diredly  againft  the  Conftitutioaof  the  £W;]?>  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Subjed. 
4.  To  Deprive  any  Freeholder  of  his  Right  in  Eledion  of  Members 
to  Serve  in  Parliament,  or  to  Encourage  Others  to  do  fo,  as  was 
Praftifed  in  the  C^fe  of  the  Eledion  at  Jyleihnry ;  is  a  Manifeft  In- 
vafion  of  thofe  very  Liberties  which  it  is  theHoufcof  Commons 
Bnfmefs  to  Prated  and  Def«n.d. 
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5*  The  Manifeft  Difl:in<!^ion  of  all  Votes  in  the  Honfcby  Intcrefl  and 
Parties,  and  not  by  Merit  and  Real  Right,  as  'tis  too  plain  is  now 
the  Pradife  of  that  Houfe  ^  a  large  Number  of  Out-lying  Members 
always  being  in  the  Speaker's  Chambers,  or  in  Pablick  Houfes  near 
the  Houfe,  ready  to  be  call'd  in  by  their  Party  when  a  Qpeftion  is 
Put,  who  having  heard  nothing  of  the  Merit  of  the  Cafe,  enquire 
not  after  the  Particulars,  but  how  Sir  John^  or  Sir  Thomas^  or  any 
Leading-Man  of  the  Party  Votes.    This  is  a  Manifefl  Reproach  to  \ 

the  Juflice  of  the  Nation,  a  Scandal  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  \ 

Slight  and  Negled  of  the  Truft  Repofed  in  them  by  the  People, 
and  Betraying  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation. 

6,  Voting  the  Profecution  of  fome  Perfons  entruRed  with  the  Ma- 
nagement of  the  Publick  Revenue,  but  not  of  Others  equally  Guilty 
of  Frauds  and  ill  Prad^ifcs  *,  is  aGreatDeied  of  Juftice,  a  Scan- 
dalous Partiality,  and  a  Reproach  on  the  Integrity  as  wefl  as  Duty, 
of  the  Commons. 

7.  Refoiving  to  Reafllime  the  Grants  of  King  If^;7//^w  on  whatfoever 
Merit  or  Valuable  Confideration  they  were  made,  and  at  the  fame 
time  Continue  the  Extravagant  Difpofitions  of  former  Reigns,  ia- 
which  the  ftatcd  Revenues  of  the  Crown  are  alienated  to  Whores, 
Baftards,  and  Papills,  and  the  Publick  Enemies  of  the  Nation  ;  is 
a  Partial  and  Malicious  Proceeding,  ContiivM  to  Refied  upon  His 
Late  Majefty,  and  lefTen  the  Value  all  True  EngUjh'tnen  have  for 
his  Memory  V  and  (hews  the  Degeneracy  in  the  Principle  of  the 
P re fent  Houfe  of  Commons,  from  Thofe  that  join'd  with  thatGlo- 
riou5,JVIonarch  in  the  Redemption  of  this  Nation  from  Slavery  and 
Arbitrary  Government.  ^ 

8.  Carefling  the  Queen's  Majefly  with  the  Title  of  a  Queen^  (ts  fitting  on 
theThroneofherjiincefiorsby  Right  of  Succejfion  from  her  Father,  W  hen  at' 
the  fame  time  they  know  Her  Majefty's  Right  depends  upon  the  Va- 
li<iity  of  Parliament- Limitation,  and  is  built  on  the  Foot  of  the  late 
Revolulution,  and  the  Ad  of  Settlement  •,  is  a  Barbarous  Treachery 
to  the  whole  Nation,  an  Infolent  Affront  to  Her  Majefty,  an  Infinua- 
tion  of  the  Title  of  the  Pretended  Prince  of  IVales^  and  a  Villaii-i- 
ous  Attempt  to  Deftroy  the  Prefent  Settlement  of  Succeffion,  and 
is  confequently  High  Treafon  by  their  own  Ad  of  Parliament. 

9,  That  to  Addrefs  Her  Majefty  to  Extend  her  Prerogative,  and  there- 
by to  Embroil  Her  Majefty  with  the  Privilege  of  thePeersj  is  the 
moft  Aggravated  piece  of  Treachery  that  ever  Houfe  of  Commoas 
was,  or  ever  can  be  Guilty  of 

1.  As 'tis  an  Affront  to  Her  Majefty,  and  Reproaching  her  witfe 
not  knowing  bow  to  Manage  her  Government. 

2.  As  'tis  a  Malicious  Defign  on  her  Fcrfon,  by  Perfwading  her 
to  Enter  on  that  Very  Thing,  the  Exorbitant  Pradife  whereof  was 
the  Ruine  and  Deftrudion  of  her  Father  and  Grandfather. 

3.  As 'tis  an  Apparent  Meddling  with  what  they  have  no  Power 
lor  Right  to  touch:  excepting  only  when  it  Incroaches  upon,  or 
Infringes  the  Peoples  Juft  Liberties  •,  and  thep.  no  farther  than  tQ 
caufe  it  to  Return  to  its  Proper  ChanncL 
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4*  A-s  'tis  a  Notorious  Difcovery  of  a  Treacherons  Plof  againft 
the  People  of  England^  to  bring  the  'Prerogative  of  the  ^rioce  in 
Play,  and  prompt  it  forward,  which  has  coft  the  Mation  fo  much 
Blood  and  Trcafure  to  Reftrain. 

5.  As  *tis  the  moft  Unparallerd,  Unprefidented  Attempt  upofi 
the  Liberties  of  the'PeopIe,  who  fent  them  there  to  "Proteft,  Settle 
"and  Defend  them,  whofe  Servants  f hey  are,  and  whofe  Rights  and 
Liberties  they  cannot  Expofe  without  the  mod  'Deteftable  Perfidy, 
^hd  Degenerating  from  all  the  Members  fhjt  ever  fate  within  thofc 
Walls  'before  them. 

6>  As  'tis  a  Terrible  Precedent  for  Future  Age«,  when  fome 
Prince  of  lefs  Honefty  may  fit  on  the  Throne,  who  may  be  with 
more  Eafe  Perfwaded  by  a  Byafs'diand  Corrupted  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  become  Tyrants  and  Advancersof  the  Prerogative. 
This  being  the  DlflreiTed  Condition  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Free- 
born People,  now  Given-up,  Deferted,  and  Expos'd  by  the  Houfej  of 
Commons,  whofc  Proper  Bullnefs  and  Duty  Requires  them  more  Parti- 
cularly to  Defend  them  j 

And  Your  Lordfhips,  like  the  True  Poflerity  of  thofe  Noble  An- 
ceftors,  at  the  Price  of  whofe  Blood  we  Receiv'd  our  Privileges  and 
Liberties,  having  Vigoroufly  and  Glorioufly  withftood  the  Treacherous 
and  Unfaithful  Proceedings  of  thefe  our  Degenerated  Reprefentatives : 

We  cannot  but  with  a  DeepScnce  of  Gratitude  and  Affe(fHon  Prefent 
unto  Your  Lordlhips  This  our  Humble  Addrefs^  Heartily  Ackowledg- 
ing  Your  Lordfliips  Zeal,  Courage,  and  Fidelity,  both  in  Vindicating 
Yc^i  Own  Undoubted  Rights,  -Invaded  by  the  fdmerf^mrfc  of  ^Nanmions  j 
in  Your  Diligent  Care  for  the  Safety  of  Her  MajeityVPeffon,  in  Search- 
ing -after  the  Deeply  laid  Contrivances  of  Her  Enemies  in  the  late  Plot  ♦, 
and  in'Ybnr  Lordfhip's  Averting  the  Liberty  and  Rights  of  the  People 
of  EngtanJ^  ggainlt  the  Invatlon  and  UfurpatiOn  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
And  as  thefe  Three  Heads,  in  which  Your  Lordfhips  have  Diftin- 
guilhM  Year  Sejve?,  to  the  Immortal  Glory  of  the  £;7^////;  Nobility,  do 
contain  all  t"he  Material  Things  which  can  make  this  Nation  Happy  ^  fo 
in  Tour  LOrdOups  Vigorous  Defending  thofe  Three,  we  cannot  but 
Thankfully  Acknowledge  Your  Lotdfllips  as  the  Snn6tuary  and  Safety  of 
this  Nation,  ruq  the  Glorious  Initruments  of  Preferving  Her  Majefty's 
Ferfon  and  our  Joft  and  Undoubted  Liberties. 

And  w€  cannot  in  Gratitude  but  AlTure  Your  Lordfnips,  That  in  the 
farther  Purfuit  of  thefe  Jult  and  Glorious  Ends,  We,  the  Injur'd  Free- 
holders and  Commons  of  England^  will  Firmly  Adhere  to,  and  Faithfully 
Defend  Tour  LordHnps  bothin  YourPerfons  and  Authority  j  We  will 
Maintain  YoarLovdfhips  in  all  Your  Juft  and  Legal  Privileges,  and  in 
all  theDueMeatures  You  have  already  taken,  or  fhall  further  take,  in 
Che  Detente  and  Vindication  of  Your  juft  Rights,  Her  Ma  jelly's  Per- 
fon,  and  our  own  Liberties.  In  all  which  we  humbly  AlTurdYourLGrd- 
jhips,  that  we  Refolv*  as  One  Man  to  Live  and  Die  with  You. 

Onr  Ndme  k  Million,  and  We  i,n  more. 
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